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We are seeking a Research Assistant to support OIST COI-NEXT projects concerning fisheries, agriculture, social-ecological
matters and collaboration with local government and local communities. This position combines research analysis with
project coordination. The successful candidate will organize and analyze qualitative and quantitative data, develop evidence
matrices, support field research, and prepare clear outputs for academic, government and community audiences.

Responsibilities

1. Support the design and implementation of interviews, surveys, focus groups and participatory research in topics related to
fisheries and coastal communities.


https://www.careercross.com/company/detail-92982
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2. Help to organize, code and analyze interviews, meeting records, field notes and other qualitative data.
3. Clean and analyze survey data using descriptive statistics, cross-tabulations and other appropriate methods.

4. Develop evidence matrices that connect research questions, data sources, findings, stakeholder perspectives,
uncertainties and possible policy implications.

5. Compare evidence from official documents, stakeholder accounts, surveys and available administrative data.
6. Help with research reports, meeting briefs, presentations, policy materials and academic publications.
7. Coordinate fieldwork, stakeholder meetings and workshops, including schedules, materials, minutes and action lists.

8. Support ethical research procedures, participant confidentiality and secure data management.

Employment Term

Full-time, fixed term appointment for 1 year (January 18- December 2027). Contract initially with 6-month probationary period
(inclusive). This contract may be renewed.
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(Required)

1. A master’s or PhD degree in social science, public policy, environmental studies, fisheries, applied statistics or a related
field. Applicants with equivalent professional research experience are also considered.

2. Experience with survey data and statistical software such as R, SPSS, Stata, Python or an equivalent program.
3. Ability to develop clear analytical frameworks, evidence matrices or similar research tools.

4. Proficiency in business Japanese (minimum JLPT2 and above) and English.



5. Ability to work respectfully with researchers, government officials and community stakeholders.
6. Willingness to conduct fieldwork in Okinawa.

(Preferred)

1. Mixed-methods or programmed-evaluation research.

2. Qualitative software such as NVivo, MAXQDA or ATLAS. ti. is desirable but not essential.

3. Work with government, fisheries, agriculture or community organizations.

4. Preparation of policy briefs, government reports or academic papers.

5. Experience analysing both qualitative and quantitative data is preferable but not essential.
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