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Assistant Diving Safety Officer
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Responsibilities:

1. Conduct scientific diver training, swim evaluations, checkout dives, diving courses, and specialty modules.

. Deliver snorkeling and freediving training, including emergency procedures, equipment use, and operational
standards.

. Evaluate diver readiness and performance; develop scientific divers through coaching and mentorship.

. Manage fill station operations, training, and required recordkeeping.

. Ensure compliance with OIST policies, AAUS standards, and applicable Japanese and international regulations.

. Maintain diver records and program documentation, including certifications, medical clearances, incident reports, and
service logs.

. Review dive and field plans to verify appropriate risk assessment, environmental considerations, and staffing.

. Oversee maintenance, inspection, and inventory of scuba equipment and specialized research gear.
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9. Support vessel and field operations, including gear preparation, equipment deployment, and sample collection
activities.
10. Provide program continuity through DSO coverage, board participation as needed, reporting support, and operational
assistance to MTS as needed.
11. Other duties as assigned
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Qualifications:

(Required)

1.

AAUS Scientific Diver (or equivalent) and active-status Scuba Instructor from a recognized training agency.

2. Current certifications in CPR, AED, Diving First Aid, Neurological Assessment, and Emergency Oxygen
Administration.
3. Ability to meet OIST and AAUS medical and physical fithess requirements for diving, including the capacity to perform
demanding fieldwork and lift heavy equipment.
4. Minimum two years of experience in scientific, research, and/or instructional diving.
5. Working knowledge of AAUS standards or equivalent scientific and occupational diving frameworks.
6. Experience supervising training and research dives, demonstrating sound judgment and situational awareness.
7. Experience with small-boat operations and familiarity with basic scuba equipmentmaintenance (regulators, BCs,
cylinders).
8. Strong administrative and documentation skills with a high level of accuracy.
9. Effective communication skills, including the ability to provide constructive feedback and intervene in unsafe
situations.
10. Adaptable, safety-minded, and committed to environmental stewardship and responsible scientific diving practices.
(Preferred)
1. NAUI Instructor (active status).
2. DFA Instructor (DAN, NAUI, or equivalent).
3. Freediving Instructor from an internationally recognized training agency.
4. Aqualung equipment service technician qualification.
5. Visual inspector certification.
6. Experience with fill station and compressor maintenance/repair.
7. Experience operating vessels in coastal or open-ocean environments.
8. Proficiency in both English and Japanese.
9. Japanese driver’s license.
10. Bachelor’s degree in marine science, biology, environmental science, engineering, or related field.
11. Experience using and maintaining field monitoring equipment
12. Experience teaching or mentoring early-career researchers and/or graduate students.
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